CHAPTER XI

VAZHAKUNNAM AS A RELIGIOUS REFORMER

Every religion has its own conventions to be observed in
individual life. There are high principles that are part and parcel
of it. In accordance with these principles there are rituals and
obligatory rules and regulations prescribed for a successful reli-
gious life. The sad and unfortunate aspect with respect to religion
is that in the course of time, the principles are either lost or
misunderstood and rituals deteriorated into meaningless obser-
vances and the common man was kept away from the under-
standing of true religion. Many of the spiritual leaders have de-
tected the flaws and by example and precept tried to reform the
people at large. The names of such great religious reformers like
Sri Sankara, Swami Vivekananda, Dayananda Sarasvati, Maharshi
Aurobindo etc. are well recognised at national as well as interna-
tional levels. Among the recent Keralite religious reformers are
Sri Narayanagtitru and Cattambi Swamikal. Dr. K. Kunjunni
Raja has rightly pointed out the name of Vazakunnam Vasudevan
Nambudiri along with Sri Narayanaguru and Cattambi Swamikal,
while mentioning ^bout the contribution of Keralite religious re-
formers to Sanskrit literature. He observes,1 "It is only in the field
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